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Revolution, now some twelve years old ; and many
of them are, or were until the other day, high
placed among the rulers of Japan. And when we
see all round us these brisk intelligent students,
with their strange foreign air, we should never
forget how Yoshida marched afoot from Choshu
to Yeddo, and from Yeddo to Nangasaki, and
from Nangasaki back again to Yeddo; how he
boarded the American ship, his dress stuffed with
writing material; nor how he languished in prison,
and finally gave his death, as he had formerly
given all his life and strength and leisure, to
gain for his native land that very benefit which
she now enjoys so largely. It is better to be
Yoshida and perish, than to be only Sakuma and
yet save the hide. Kusdkab6, of Satzuma, has
said the word : it is better to be a crystal and be
broken.

I must add a word ; for I hope the reader will
not fail to perceive that this is as much the story
of a heroic people as that of a heroic man. It is
not enough to remember Yoshida; we must not
forget the common soldier, nor Kusdkabe, nor the
boy of eighteen, Nomura, of Choshu, whose eager-
ness betrayed the plot. It is exhilarating to have
lived in the same days with these great-hearted
gentlemen. Only a few miles from us, to speak
by the proportion of the universe, while I was